
UNCF•Merck Science Initiative

THE UNITED NEGRO COLLEGE FUNDTHE UNITED NEGRO COLLEGE FUND
““A mind is a terrible thing to wasteA mind is a terrible thing to waste””
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UNCF•Merck Science Initiative

Goal:Goal:
To significantly increase the pool of highly trained,

well-qualified African American research scientists in
the biomedical sciences and related disciplines.

©© Bryant Bryant



©© Bryant Bryant

UNCF•Merck Science Initiative

 10 year, $20.8 million commitment10 year, $20.8 million commitment

 Supported by both the Merck CompanySupported by both the Merck Company
Foundation and the Merck Research LabsFoundation and the Merck Research Labs

 Collaborative effort between Merck andCollaborative effort between Merck and
The United Negro College FundThe United Negro College Fund

 Administered by The United Negro CollegeAdministered by The United Negro College
FundFund
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UNCF•Merck Science Initiative

 Undergraduate Science ResearchUndergraduate Science Research
ScholarshipsScholarships

 Graduate Science Research DissertationGraduate Science Research Dissertation
FellowshipsFellowships

 Postdoctoral Science Research FellowshipsPostdoctoral Science Research Fellowships
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UNCF•Merck Science Initiative

 General Eligibility RequirementsGeneral Eligibility Requirements

 African AmericanAfrican American

 U.S. Citizenship or Permanent ResidentU.S. Citizenship or Permanent Resident
statusstatus

 Student or Postdoctoral status at a U.S.Student or Postdoctoral status at a U.S.
institutioninstitution
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Undergraduate Science Research
Scholarships
 15 Awards per year up to 15 Awards per year up to $35,000$35,000
 Up to $25,000 Scholarship Award toUp to $25,000 Scholarship Award to

support Senior yearsupport Senior year
 Two Summer Internships at a MerckTwo Summer Internships at a Merck

Facility - at least $5,000 per InternshipFacility - at least $5,000 per Internship
 Grant to RecipientGrant to Recipient’’s Department (in mosts Department (in most

cases) up to $10,000cases) up to $10,000
 Merck MentorMerck Mentor
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Undergraduate Science Research
Scholarships
 Eligibility RequirementsEligibility Requirements

 Enrolled full-time in any 4-year college andEnrolled full-time in any 4-year college and
university in the United Statesuniversity in the United States

 A junior who will be a B.S/B.A candidate nextA junior who will be a B.S/B.A candidate next
academic yearacademic year

 A life or physical science majorA life or physical science major
 A minimum GPA of 3.3 (on a 4.0 point scale)A minimum GPA of 3.3 (on a 4.0 point scale)
 Committed to two summer internships at MerckCommitted to two summer internships at Merck

Research LabsResearch Labs
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Undergraduate Science Research
Scholarships
 Alcorn State UniversityAlcorn State University
 Baylor UniversityBaylor University
 Benedict CollegeBenedict College
 Cal. State Univ.-NorthridgeCal. State Univ.-Northridge
 Cal. State U-San BernardinoCal. State U-San Bernardino
 Cedar Crest CollegeCedar Crest College
 Claflin Claflin UniversityUniversity
 Clark Atlanta Univ.Clark Atlanta Univ.
 Cornell UniversityCornell University
 CUNY-City CollegeCUNY-City College
 Emporia State UniversityEmporia State University
 Florida A&M UniversityFlorida A&M University

 Goucher Goucher CollegeCollege
 Hampton UniversityHampton University
 Harvard UniversityHarvard University
 Haverford CollegeHaverford College
 Hollins Hollins UniversityUniversity
 Howard UniversityHoward University
 Johns Hopkins UniversityJohns Hopkins University
 Kutztown University of PAKutztown University of PA
 MITMIT
 Miami UniversityMiami University
 Michigan State UniversityMichigan State University
 Morehouse CollegeMorehouse College
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Undergraduate Science Research
Scholarships
 Mount Holyoke CollegeMount Holyoke College
 New York UniversityNew York University
 North Carolina State Univ.North Carolina State Univ.
 Penn. State UniversityPenn. State University
 Princeton UniversityPrinceton University
 Rutgers UniversityRutgers University
 Rust CollegeRust College
 Salem CollegeSalem College
 Seattle UniversitySeattle University
 Southern Methodist Univ.Southern Methodist Univ.
 Southern Nazarene Univ.Southern Nazarene Univ.
 Southern UniversitySouthern University

 Spelman Spelman CollegeCollege
 Stanford UniversityStanford University
 SUNY- Stony BrookSUNY- Stony Brook
 Swarthmore CollegeSwarthmore College
 Talladega CollegeTalladega College
 Texas A&M UniversityTexas A&M University
 Texas Wesleyan Univ.Texas Wesleyan Univ.
 Trinity UniversityTrinity University
 U C-Santa BarbaraU C-Santa Barbara
 University of GeorgiaUniversity of Georgia
 UMD-Baltimore CountyUMD-Baltimore County
 Univ. MD -College ParkUniv. MD -College Park
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Undergraduate Science Research
Scholarships
 Univ. of Northern ColoradoUniv. of Northern Colorado
 University of OklahomaUniversity of Oklahoma
 University of PittsburghUniversity of Pittsburgh
 University of RichmondUniversity of Richmond
 University of St. ThomasUniversity of St. Thomas
 University of San FranciscoUniversity of San Francisco
 University of South FloridaUniversity of South Florida
 Univ. of Southern Miss.Univ. of Southern Miss.
 University of VirginiaUniversity of Virginia
 University of WashingtonUniversity of Washington
 Virginia State UniversityVirginia State University
 Wayne State UniversityWayne State University

 Wesleyan UniversityWesleyan University (CT) (CT)

 Xavier UniversityXavier University
 Yale UniversityYale University
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Graduate Science Research
Dissertation Fellowships
 12 Awards per year up to 12 Awards per year up to $40,000$40,000
 Intended to support student during last 1-3Intended to support student during last 1-3

years of Ph.D. dissertation researchyears of Ph.D. dissertation research

 Up to $30,000 Stipend for 12-24 MonthsUp to $30,000 Stipend for 12-24 Months

 $10,000 Department Grant$10,000 Department Grant

 MRL MentorMRL Mentor
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Graduate Science Research
Dissertation Fellowships
 Eligibility RequirementsEligibility Requirements

 Enrolled full-time in a Ph.D. orEnrolled full-time in a Ph.D. or
equivalent doctoral degree programequivalent doctoral degree program
majoring in a life of physical sciencemajoring in a life of physical science

 Engaged in and within 1-3 years ofEngaged in and within 1-3 years of
completing dissertation research havingcompleting dissertation research having
successfully completed all qualifyingsuccessfully completed all qualifying
examsexams



©© Bryant Bryant

Graduate Institutions

N.C. State UniversityN.C. State UniversityFlorida Atlantic UniversityFlorida Atlantic University

New York UniversityNew York UniversityFlorida A&M UniversityFlorida A&M University

Mount SinaiMount SinaiEmory UniversityEmory University

Meharry Meharry Medical CollegeMedical CollegeDuke UniversityDuke University

Medical College of GeorgiaMedical College of GeorgiaCornell University MedCornell University Med

Medical University of S.C.Medical University of S.C.Colorado State Univ.Colorado State Univ.

Louisiana State UniversityLouisiana State UniversityCalifornia Institute of TechnologyCalifornia Institute of Technology

Johns Hopkins Johns Hopkins UnivUnivBoston UniversityBoston University

Harvard Harvard Univ Univ (College, Med & PH)(College, Med & PH)Baylor College of Med.Baylor College of Med.

Georgia TechGeorgia TechAlbert Einstein  College of Med.Albert Einstein  College of Med.
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Graduate Institutions

Vanderbilt UniversityVanderbilt University

University of WashingtonUniversity of WashingtonUC-San FranciscoUC-San Francisco

Univ. of Texas Health Univ. of Texas Health SciSci. Center. CenterUC-San DiegoUC-San Diego

University of PittsburghUniversity of PittsburghUC-BerkeleyUC-Berkeley

University of PennsylvaniaUniversity of PennsylvaniaUniversity of AlaskaUniversity of Alaska

UNC-Chapel HillUNC-Chapel HillUniversity of ArizonaUniversity of Arizona

University of MinnesotaUniversity of MinnesotaTulane UniversityTulane University

University of MichiganUniversity of MichiganTemple UniversityTemple University

University of MarylandUniversity of MarylandThe Scripps Research InstituteThe Scripps Research Institute

University of IowaUniversity of IowaStanford UniversityStanford University

University of FloridaUniversity of FloridaRockefeller UniversityRockefeller University
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Postdoctoral Science Research
Fellowships
 10 Awards per year up to 10 Awards per year up to $70,000$70,000
 Intended to support 12-24 months ofIntended to support 12-24 months of

postdoctoral researchpostdoctoral research

 Up to $55,000 StipendUp to $55,000 Stipend

 $15,000 Department Grant$15,000 Department Grant

 MRL MentorMRL Mentor
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Postdoctoral Science Research
Fellowships
 Eligibility RequirementsEligibility Requirements

 A Ph.D. or equivalent doctoral degree recipientA Ph.D. or equivalent doctoral degree recipient
in a life or physical science by the end of thein a life or physical science by the end of the
academic yearacademic year

 Appointed to a Postdoctoral position during theAppointed to a Postdoctoral position during the
current calendar year at an academic or non-current calendar year at an academic or non-
academic research institution in the U.S.academic research institution in the U.S.
(private industrial labs are excluded.)(private industrial labs are excluded.)
Postdoctoral appointment must be for aPostdoctoral appointment must be for a
minimum of 12 monthsminimum of 12 months
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Postdoctoral Science Research
Fellowships
 Albert EinsteinAlbert Einstein
 Baylor College of MedicineBaylor College of Medicine
 Brown UniversityBrown University
 California Institute of Tech.California Institute of Tech.
 Carnegie Institute of Wash.Carnegie Institute of Wash.
 Case Western Reserve Univ.Case Western Reserve Univ.
 Duke UniversityDuke University
 Emory UniversityEmory University
 Florida State UniversityFlorida State University
 Fred Hutchinson CRCFred Hutchinson CRC
 Georgia Institute of TechnologyGeorgia Institute of Technology
 Harvard Medical SchoolHarvard Medical School

 Institute for Systems BiologyInstitute for Systems Biology
 La Jolla Inst. Allergy & La Jolla Inst. Allergy & ImmImm..
 Mass. General HospitalMass. General Hospital
 National Cancer InstituteNational Cancer Institute
 New York UniversityNew York University
 Northwestern UniversityNorthwestern University
 Rockefeller UniversityRockefeller University
 Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke'sRush-Presbyterian-St. Luke's

Medical CenterMedical Center
 St. Jude Children's HospitalSt. Jude Children's Hospital
 Schepens Schepens Eye Res. InstituteEye Res. Institute
 Stanford UniversityStanford University
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Postdoctoral Science Research
Fellowships
 SUNY-Stony BrookSUNY-Stony Brook
 The Scripps ResearchThe Scripps Research

InstituteInstitute
 The The Wistar Wistar InstituteInstitute
 Thomas Jefferson UniversityThomas Jefferson University
 U of Alabama-BirminghamU of Alabama-Birmingham
 UC-BerkeleyUC-Berkeley
 UCLAUCLA
 UC-San FranciscoUC-San Francisco
 University of MarylandUniversity of Maryland
 University of MiamiUniversity of Miami
 University of MichiganUniversity of Michigan

 University of MinnesotaUniversity of Minnesota
 Univ. of Missouri-ColumbiaUniv. of Missouri-Columbia

 UNC-Chapel HillUNC-Chapel Hill

 University of PennsylvaniaUniversity of Pennsylvania
 University of PittsburghUniversity of Pittsburgh
 University of TennesseeUniversity of Tennessee

 U Texas-SW Medical CenterU Texas-SW Medical Center
 University of VirginiaUniversity of Virginia
 University of WashingtonUniversity of Washington
 Univ. of Wisconsin-MadisonUniv. of Wisconsin-Madison
 Vanderbilt Univ. Med.Vanderbilt Univ. Med.
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UNCF•Merck Science Initiative

Key Dates:

September 15 - Application Packets Mailed to 
Institutions and ads placed in national journals

December 15 - Completed Applications Due

March 15 - Winners/Alternates Notified & Confirmed

June - Undergraduates Begin Internships at MRL

4th Sunday in June - Fellows’ Day Begins, New Jersey

August 15 - Award Checks Mailed
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Post-Graduation Path of
Undergraduates
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Breakdown of 1996 - 2004 Merck awarded Fellowships:

UndergraduatesUndergraduates

Ph.D.Ph.D.

M.D./Ph.D.M.D./Ph.D.

M.D.M.D.

Other-M.S., MBA,Other-M.S., MBA,

Working in their fieldWorking in their field

Still undergraduateStill undergraduate

Lost contact w/UNCFLost contact w/UNCF

TOTALTOTAL

Post-DoctoralPost-Doctoral

1818 working in industryworking in industry

26 working in academe26 working in academe

44 Still Post docs44 Still Post docs

8888 TOTALTOTAL

Merck Undergraduate Hires

6

3333

2121

3333

66

1111

3030

11

135135

Graduates

Left grad program

with M.S. instead of

PhD

Received PhD or

MD/PhD degree or

still in Grad

program

TOTAL

22

106106

108108

Merck Grad & Postdoc Hires

8
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Total Fellows Supported Since 1996

 Undergraduates Undergraduates –– 135 135

 Graduate Fellows Graduate Fellows –– 108 108

 Postdoctoral Fellows Postdoctoral Fellows –– 88 88

 TOTAL FELLOWS - 331TOTAL FELLOWS - 331


